Often Absent

You need: a computer

Mrs McKenzie is the principal of her school. She is concerned about the number of students
absent during winter. She checks the register of one of her year 8 classes for a 4 week period.
This is what she finds. (Each “a” represents a half-day absence.)
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Week 5 Week 6

1. How many days was Heidi Knapp absent?

2. a. Countthe total absences for each student over the 4 week period.
b. Enterthis information into a spreadsheet and use it to create a bar graph
with the bars arranged in order of total days absent.

3. a. Countthe total number of absences each day (for example,
3.5 on the Monday of week 3).

b. Enterthis information into a spreadsheet and use it to create a
time-series graph showing daily absences over the 4 weeks.

4. Study your two graphs carefully. Do you think Mrs McKenzie
needs to be concerned about the absenteeism in her school?

Explain.

Investigating data and reaching conclusions
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