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Nines and Eights

Activity
Sami found an easy way to subtract nine.

Subtracting single-digit numbers

1.	 Use Sami’s method to solve these subtract-nine problems:

	 a.	 13 – 9 =	 b.	 18 – 9 =	 c.	 16 – 9 =	 d.	 10 – 9 =
	 e.	 26 – 9 =	 f.	 32 – 9 =	 g.	 75 – 9 =
2.	 Did you notice any number patterns that helped you work out  
	 these problems quickly?

3.	 How could Sami’s method be used  
	 to take away eight?

	 a.	 14 – 8 =
	 c.	 23 – 8 =
	 e.	 54 – 8 =

	 b.	 17 – 8 =
	 d.	 100 – 8 =

4.	 Now use Sami’s method to 
	  solve these problems:
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